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50th anniversary of Marshall plane crash observed 
 
NOVEMBER 17, 2020 
 
Marshall marked the 50th anniversary of the plane crash 
last week with several events, including the rededication 
of a football sculpture, a special posthumous degree 
ceremony and the annual fountain ceremony which was 
live-streamed to an audience of thousands. 
 
President Gilbert thanked everyone involved in planning 
the events which took on several logistical issues given 
the COVID-19 pandemic and early kick-off for the 
football game. 
 
“Producing last week’s events was nothing short of a 
herculean effort by many, many people across our campus,” Gilbert said. “Thank you to everyone who 
did their part to make this year’s special anniversary the extraordinary occasion it deserved.” 
 
To watch last week’s events, please visit, www.livestream.com/marshallu where they are available. Still 
photo galleries are available as follows: 
 
Football Memorial Rededication Ceremony – Nov. 10 
Posthumous Degree Ceremony – Nov. 13 








Important Notice for Time Clock Plus Managers 
 
NOVEMBER 10, 2020 
 
Due to Marshall’s holiday schedule, TCP managers will need to enter and approve clock out times for 
Friday, Nov. 20, 2020 in TCP by noon Friday, November 20, 2020. TCP will then close the payroll 
period at 5 p.m. Friday, November 20, 2020 to allow adequate time to generate the paychecks for the 
December 4th pay date. 
 
If you have any questions please email them to payroll@marshall.edu. Thank you for your attention to 





Attention Faculty: Course Archiving in December 2020 
 
NOVEMBER 10, 2020 
 
It is time to archive your older course 
sections if you wish to retain section 
content prior to 2019. 
 
Online Learning and Blackboard, Inc. 
are working to archive older live course 
sections once again. We are a managed 
hosted institution and must ensure that 
we do not exceed allotted space. 
Blackboard is also not a repository for 
information, so there are many years of 
live course sections that we must backup, archive, and remove from their server. Online Learning and IT 
will assist in archiving courses from 2017-2018 during December 2020. 
 
*Important Note* 
It is not Marshall University or Blackboard’s policy to destroy course data or files. We are simply 
archiving older sections of courses and moving them to external hard drives to free up our server space 
and stay in line with university policy of archiving course sections that are older than two years. 
 
What do I need to do? 
For every type of course that you use Blackboard for, we need you to make sure you have a Development 
section for it that is current and reflects your updated content. 
 
Will this affect Development sections? 
No, we are only archiving past live course sections. 
 
Will I be able to easily access course information later? 
No, this is why we are asking you to have an updated Development course for each class you teach. 
 
Can I have Development section for my face-to-face and my distance education course because I 
deliver content differently? 
Absolutely. 
 
But what if I want to save my course myself? 
You can save any course section you would like and keep it on your own drive. Please see the Blackboard 
Help site for Exporting and Archiving Courses for 
instructions.[https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Course_Content/Reuse_Content/Export_and_A
rchive_Courses] 
If you would like to keep back copies of your live courses, we recommend you start a habit of backing up 
and saving your courses at the end of each semester. 
 
Will this continue? 
Yes, archiving was done several times since 2014 and will continue on a rolling basis each fall over 
Christmas break. Only 24 months of live course content can be retained on Blackboard servers. 
 
What are the benefits? 
A few benefits we will see immediately are: 
 
1. The addition of free space on the servers that house Blackboard courses. This can increase 
Blackboard’s functionality and speed. 
2. We are asking faculty to stop copying their old live sections into their new live sections and 
instead copy from a development course. If we keep copying course-to-course-to-course, 
eventually your course will break because with every copy it brings along a FULL set of copies 
of files and data. Copy from Development sections and you can ready your course for the next 
semester before the live course is even available! 
3. We are committed to making all course content in Blackboard accessible to all students, and we 
can do this with Blackboard Ally. Having a development section that can be updated and made 
accessible is the start to making all content available to students from all walks of life. 
4. Having less material on our server space will allow us to update Blackboard more frequently with 
less downtime and easier “fixes” to those known technical issues. 
To make this process smoother, we have created a form. 
 
Step 1: Check to make sure you have Development courses for courses with any Blackboard content. 
 
Step 2: If you do not have a Development section but would like one, please figure out which of your 
sections you would like us to copy INTO the Development section. 
 
Please click here to submit a request for your archived course content to be copied into a development 
section: Course Archive Development Form. 
 




Update to Statewide Face Covering Requirement 
 
NOVEMBER 17, 2020 
 
Last Friday, Gov. Jim Justice announced updates to West Virginia’s indoor face covering requirement. 
The new order requires that face coverings be worn at all times in all public indoor places. 
 
The order does not apply to children under the age of 9 or to anyone who has trouble breathing or is 
unable to remove the mask without assistance. The order also does not apply when you are at a restaurant 
and actively consuming food or drink, or in a room by yourself (i.e., in your own office). 
 








Steel of West Virginia pond cleanout poses no hazard 
 
NOVEMBER 17, 2020 
 
Beginning tomorrow, you might notice an odor that smells like natural gas around the Huntington 
campus. The odor is not natural gas, but is from Steel of West Virginia as part of a scheduled pond clean-
out. The odor, while unpleasant, poses no hazard. 
 
The pond clean-out will begin tomorrow, Thursday, Nov. 19. The schedule for the pond clean-out is 
outlined below. Keep in mind that once the clean-out begins that odors may be noticeable on and off for 
several days. Clean-out and transportation of the material will be completed on Nov. 25. 
 
#2 Mill (18th Street)          3 p.m.           11/19/20 
#1 Mill (17th Street)           7 p.m.           11/19/20 
 
Any questions may be directed to the university’s Office of Environmental Health and Safety by phone at 

















Cheryl King is the general manager for Sodexo, the food service provider on the Huntington 











Theatre program to stream ‘Baby Snooks and Daddy’ 
starting Nov. 12 
 
NOVEMBER 10, 2020 
 
Marshall’s theatre program 
will stream a Halloween-
themed episode of the 
vintage American radio 
program, “Baby Snooks and 
Daddy,” Nov. 12-14 and 
Nov. 19-21 at 7:30 p.m. 
nightly on VIMEO. 
 
The “Halloween Trick or 
Treat” episode premiered in 
1946 and followed the 
Higgins household and the 
shenanigans that unfold during their Halloween night. Tricks play out that treat the audience to laughter 
and joy during the 30-minute broadcast. Please join Marshall University during our retailing of this 
classic comedic tale. 
 
“Baby Snooks and Daddy” was an American radio program that debuted on CBS on Sept. 17, 1944. The 
show stared Ziegfeld Follies star Fanny Brice, who was 40 years older than the character she was 
portraying. Fanny’s dedication and young-at-heart performances were perfect for the role of the young 
toddler. The radio character of Snooks first premiered in 1936 on the NBC revival of “The Ziegfeld 
Follies of The Air” and is credited with over 100 appearances. “Baby Snooks and Daddy” ended in 1951 
following Fanny Brice’s untimely death. Brice was grieved throughout the entertainment industry, but her 
legacy lives on. 
 









Wreath raffle to support Scottish Rite Foundation 
 
NOVEMBER 10, 2020 
 
The Marshall University Speech and 
Hearing Center is hosting a Christmas 
Wreath Raffle as a fundraiser for the 
Huntington Scottish Rite 
Foundation.  The Scottish Rite 
Foundation provides scholarships for 
children to receive speech therapy 
services at MUSHC’s RiteCare clinic, 
and would be unable to do so without 
fundraising efforts and donor 
support.  The Marshall community is 
invited to purchase raffle tickets for their 
favorite wreath.  Wreaths will be on 
display in the MUSHC waiting room, 
Smith Hall 143, until Friday, Nov. 
20.  Raffle tickets are $2 each, or $10 for 













Marshall Health coordinating free, confidential HIV 
testing on World AIDS Day, Dec. 1 
 
NOVEMBER 17, 2020 
 
Marshall Health, in collaboration with the 
Cabell-Huntington Health Department and the 
West Virginia Department of Health and Human 
Resources (WV DHHR), will offer free and 
confidential HIV testing Tuesday, Dec. 1, from 
2 to 6 p.m. at the health department at 703 7th 
Ave. in Huntington. 
 
“Increased testing, education and resources for 
those with positive tests and community 
prevention are vital to decreasing the spread of 
HIV,” said Jessica Ford, D.O., event organizer 
and pediatric hospitalist fellow at Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “We hope 
many will join us to recognize World AIDS day, unite in the fight against HIV/AIDS and get tested!” 
 
HIV is a virus that can lead to acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) if not treated. HIV is 
preventable and those at high risk may benefit from taking medication referred to as PrEP.  HIV/AIDS 
cannot be cured, but it can be treated. Getting tested is the only way to find out if you have HIV. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, about one in seven people with HIV in the 
U.S. do not know that they are infected. In the last three years, an estimated 120 adults and adolescents 
were diagnosed with HIV in West Virginia, according to the WV DHHR. Cabell County had the greatest 
number of cases within the state. 
 
The Dec. 1 testing event is intended for high school and college age individuals (25-years-old and 
younger), but no one will be turned away. It is free (insurance will not be billed) and confidential 
(parental consent is not required by law). Following testing, participants will be notified of their results 
and receive any necessary counseling. While supplies last, participants will receive a gift card. Masks 












West Virginia Autism Training Center to host online 
fundraising gala Dec. 5 
 
NOVEMBER 17, 2020 
 
From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5, the West 
Virginia Autism Training Center at Marshall 
University will host an online gala event that is 
designed to inform and entertain participants about 
the good work of the center, while also raising funds 
to support their mission. 
 
Created in the 1980s, the center provides support to 
individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
as they pursue a life of quality. Funds raised from 
this virtual event will go towards the College 
Program for Students on the Autism Spectrum at 
Marshall University, which seeks to help students 
with ASD learn skills that will help them earn a college degree and live a productive and independent life. 
 
“Our goal with this gala is to produce a safe, quality 90-minute virtual event that informs, entertains and 
educates people of all ages, in all locations, about autism, and the work that the WV Autism Training 
Center and the College Program at Marshall do to benefit students with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD),” said Dr. Marc Ellison, executive director of the center. “By telling our story through this online 
event, we hope that participants will better understand the work we do and consider supporting these 
efforts through purchases before, during and after the virtual event, which includes an online auction. All 
of the proceeds from these fundraising efforts go towards the expansion of the programs that support 
students with ASD.” 
 
The gala is titled Stories From The Spectrum and will spotlight many inspiring stories from students with 
ASD, unique auction items for bidding, and will include a special guest appearance by Temple Grandin, 
an outspoken proponent of autism rights and neurodiversity movements. 
 
“The WV Autism Training Center and the College Program are two of the most nationally prominent 
programs at Marshall University, and I am personally proud of the good work they do for our ASD 
students and the autism community,” said Dr. Jerome Gilbert, president of Marshall University. “I wish 
them well for a successful gala on Dec. 5 and look forward to working with them as a critical component 
in how we serve our ASD students and broaden the understanding of autism and other aspects of 
neurodiversity.” 
 
To register for the event, visit https://wvatcgala2020.givesmart.com. A variety of auction items are being 
rolled out regularly in the weeks leading up to the event and are open for bidding 
at https://e.givesmart.com/s/:UpltfeSPsnp/e/j1r/i/. 
 





Dennison and Meadows named Marshall University 
iCenter’s first entrepreneurs in residence 
 
NOVEMBER 17, 2020 
 
The Marshall University Center for Entrepreneurship and Business Innovation (iCenter), part of the Lewis 
College of Business, has announced Brandon Dennison and Collin Meadows as its inaugural cohort of 
entrepreneurs in residence (EIRs). 
 
Dennison, a lifelong West Virginian, is the founder and CEO 
of Coalfield Development. Coalfield Development has 
helped generate over 50 new social enterprises and trained 
over 1,200 people facing barriers to employment. 
 
Meadows is a Marshall University graduate with degrees in 
computer science and applied mathematics. He is a founding 
member of Tech304, a West Virginia-based technology 
development firm with a hyper focus on stimulating the local 
economies and communities. 
 
The EIR program is made possible through the Simulated Workplace Entrepreneurship Education 
Pathway (SWEEP) grant from the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC). This grant is operated by 
the EdVenture Group Inc. in partnership with the iCenter and the West Virginia Department of Education. 
Dennison and Meadows will provide expertise in social entrepreneurship and technology, respectively, to 
support the development of student-founded entrepreneurial ventures and an entrepreneurship career 
pathway for high school Career and Technical Education students. 
 
Amber Ravenscroft, is the manager of innovation at the EdVenture Group, Inc. 
 
“The goal of the SWEEP program is to infuse entrepreneurship into existing career and technical 
education programs to encourage the emerging workforce to explore and create new opportunities within 
their local community,” Ravenscroft said. 
 
Dr. Avinandan Mukherjee, dean of the Lewis College of Business and Brad D. Smith Schools of Business 
is encouraged by the inaugural entrepreneurs in residence. 
 
“We are excited to have Brandon and Collin as our inaugural entrepreneurs in residence. Their expertise 
in social entrepreneurship and technology will elevate and impact the level of start-ups generated by the 
iCenter and their grant partners,” said Mukherjee. 
 
Both Dennison and Meadows look forward to providing their expertise and skill sets to Marshall 
University and the iCenter team. 
 
“I am excited to work with students and faculty to explore social entrepreneurship, which I view as a key 
strategy to rebuilding the Appalachian economy and advancing a more just community,” said Dennison. 
 
Joining the iCenter as an EIR will provide Meadows with new opportunities. 
 
“It’s an opportunity to harness my experiences and help others to grow the greater Appalachian region, so 
our area can become one of the areas that those across the country look to for inspiration,” said Meadows. 
 
Dr. Ben Eng, executive director of the iCenter, said the addition of Meadows and Dennison is key. 
 
“The addition of Meadows and Dennison perfectly aligns with the iCenter’s strategic focus on creating 
start-ups that are high growth and high impact. We feel both fortunate and excited to have EIRs of their 
caliber and character at the iCenter,” Eng said. 
 
Dennison and Meadows will hold their residency until September 2021. 
 
The mission of the iCenter is to inspire the inner entrepreneur in everyone by empowering them with the 
innovation and entrepreneurial knowledge they need to reframe the future of our state and region. For 





Photos: Brandon Dennison (left) and Collin Meadows have been appointed entrepreneurs in residence at 





AEP Foundation awards $50K grant to Huntington 
Scottish Rite Foundation in support of MU Department of 
Communication Disorders 
 
NOVEMBER 17, 2020 
 
The American Electric Power (AEP) 
Foundation has awarded $50,000 to the 
Huntington Scottish Rite Foundation in 
support of Marshall’s Department of 
Communication Disorders and its Speech and 
Hearing Center. 
 
Steve Stewart, director of external affairs for 
Appalachian Power, said Marshall’s 
Department of Communication Disorders is 
providing the type of education that serves as 
the foundation of brighter futures for our 
communities. 
 
“The AEP Foundation supports programs in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM), which 
hold promise of future innovations. We believe this was a perfect merger of missions, and we are proud to 
provide this funding because we know it will be put to good use.” 
 
Pam Holland, chair of the department, said the funds will be used to establish the STEM Speech-
Language Pathology Simulation Laboratory, which will house state-of-the-art equipment for 
undergraduate and graduate students to learn firsthand how technology can be utilized in the field of 
speech-language pathology. 
 
“With this grant support, students will have the chance to learn more about assistive technology, speech-
generating devices, simulation mannequins, electromyography (EMG), the Iowa Oral Performance 
Instrument (IOPI), neuromuscular electrical stimulation (NMES) instruments and the Swallow Strong 
device, as well as equipment for telehealth for other disorders,” Holland said. 
 
Holland said that not only will the grant funding enhance the educational opportunities for Marshall 
University students for years to come, but the equipment in the new laboratory will provide specialized 
telehealth services to individuals in rural communities. 
 
“The MUSHC is presently offering telehealth services to clients who have the necessary technology. 
However, the number of health care services we are able to provide is vastly limited by the fact that 
several of our clients do not have the necessary devices to remain connected with MUSHC and receive 
the critical care they need. Additional equipment will allow for the expansion of services to all families, 
particularly those who have compromised immune systems or lack access to telecommunication 
technology.” 
 
Holland said the science and technology of the field of speech-language pathology is often overlooked by 
high school students considering careers. In the summer of 2021, a STEM speech-language pathology 
summer camp will be held to engage rising sophomores and juniors in a variety of activities and which 
will highlight how various equipment is utilized to assess and treat communication and swallowing 
disorders. 
 
“On behalf of the Huntington Scottish Rite Foundation, the Marshall University Department of 
Communication Disorders and the Speech and Hearing Center, we would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to all of the members of the AEP Foundation for acknowledging our vision and ideas,” she said. 
“We would also like to give a special thanks to Steve Stewart, who has supported our academic program 





Photo: Members of the Huntington Scottish Rite Foundation board and the Marshall University 
Department of Communication Disorders were presented with a $50,000 check from the AEP Foundation 
to be used to establish the STEM Speech-Language Pathology Simulation Laboratory on Marshall’s 
Huntington campus. First row, from left to right: Megan Archer, Pam Holland, Steve Stewart, Ken 
Bannon, Paul Davis, Kathy Chezik and Larry Bolling; second row, from left to right: Jim Lackey, Ernay 


























New Cases Since Nov. 4, 2020 
   Students: 68 
   Faculty: 1 
   Staff*: 4 
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.) 
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care. 




















The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Nov. 25, 2020. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23, 2020. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/November-18-2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
